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Around the rings 
 

Rome Warms Up for 2024 Olympic Bid 
 

06/10/14 

Shade is in short supply amid the Rome heat. (ATR) 
(ATR) Italy is taking advantage of a chance to highlight Rome as a possible host of the 2024 Summer Olympics. 

 
The race for the 2024 Summer Olympics won’t officially begin for another 
year, but Rome this week is seizing the opportunity for a trial heat. 
 
The occasion: the 100th anniversary of CONI, the Italian national Olympic 
committee. For two days CONI has made the most of its 100th birthday by 
inviting a raft of IOC members and NOC and federation chiefs to come share 
the love. With venues from the 1960 Olympics as a backdrop, CONI at least 
proved Italy can deliver the summer part of the Olympics. Temperatures 
during the two days of commemorations have been the hottest of the year so 
far in Rome, reaching the upper 30s. 

In all 18 IOC members, including president Thomas Bach, were in Rome to 
mark the occasion. Most, like Bach, are from Europe. No Asian or African 
members were spotted in the crowd. Two came from the Americas. Ukraine 
NOC president Sergey Bubka did not travel; the current political situation in 
the country is believed to be the reason. 

Europe also was well represented in the NOC category, understandably. But 
Africans and South Americans traveled the farthest distances among the 
visitors from 61 countries. 

International federations were represented by 12 presidents, all from Europe, 
four of them from Italy. 

All of this comes as Rome and a handful of other possible cities weigh their 
options before heading off on a serious quest for the Games. 

CONI 4



Bach speaks with the leaders of the Chad and 
Egypt NOCs. (ATR) 

With all the speechmaking for the opening ceremony – – which included 
one from the president of the Italian Republic – – only Bach raised the 
possibility of a Rome bid with this glowing close to his 10 minute 
speech. 
 
“Together, we celebrate today 100 glorious years of passion for sport, 
of excellence in sport, and friendship through sport. And we might still in 
our lifetime see here in Rome one more glorious chapter to be written in 
the Olympic history”. 
 
An hour earlier Bach had told reporters that he believed Rome could 
deliver “a very strong bid." Those words might make his friends and 
colleagues in Germany wince since there is talk of the 2024 bid from 
either Hamburg or Berlin. But with the list of contenders shaky already 
for the 2022 Winter Olympic contest, Bach and the IOC must do their 
best to encourage all serious interests. 
 
In an interview with Around the Rings, CONI president Giovanni Malago 
says there will be no formal declaration of a bid until 2015. And until 
then, he says he’ll be working to secure the backing of the government 
leaders needed to move ahead with plans. Those plans he says will be 
tailored to the economic reality of 21st century Italy, avoiding what he 
calls “gigantism." 
 
The previous Italian government pulled the plug on Rome’s bid for the 
2020 Olympics the day its bid application was due at the IOC. Rome 
was a runner-up to Athens for the 2004 Games. 
 
He also says that potential candidates must wait until the IOC 
concludes its Olympic Agenda 2020 process in December. Expected 
are reforms and changes to the bid process which are meant to lower 
the threshold for cities to enter the race. 
Expect more from Malago next week on Around the Rings.  
 

Written by Ed Hula in Rome 
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.S. Pares List of Possible 2024 Olympic Bidders 
 

USOC executives Larry Probst (left) and Scott Blackmun 

(Getty Images) 
The United States Olympic Committee has shortened its list of potential bidders for the 
2024 Summer Olympics. 

Though no decision was made on whether the U.S. will bid, the USOC took steps in that 
direction at a closed board meeting in Boston on Tuesday.  Chairman and IOC member 
Larry Probst said the committee will be “communicating with a smaller group of cities” from 
here on out. Probst would not reveal details on the number or identity of the cities, though 
he and CEO Scott Blackmun said more will be known in the next ten days once they have 
taken time to communicate with each city individually. “We’re going to be moving forward 
with some really fantastic candidates,” said Probst during a conference call on Tuesday 
afternoon from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology campus where the board 
meeting was held. Cities believed to be under consideration are Boston, Dallas, Los 
Angeles, San Diego, San Francisco and Washington,D.C. 

The USOC said the secrecy employed during the process has allowed the cities and their 
politicians to have “open, meaningful conversations” about a possible bid, rather than 
having to face an immediate blast of public pressure. 

“I don’t think any of these cities has made an unequivocal decision that they want to [bid],” 
said Blackmun. He also said that “approximately ten” cities originally expressed interest in 
being part of a U.S. bid. 

When asked about a possible 2026 Winter Olympics bid by a reporter from 2002 host Salt 
Lake City, officials indicated that decision will hinge on whether a 2024 bid is made. 
 
“If we decide to bid in 2024, that means we won’t bid for 2026,” said Blackmun.The U.S. 
has not staged a Summer Olympics since Atlanta hosted in 1996. Probst also addressed 
comments he made a few weeks ago that the IOC might be better served by allowing the 
IOC Executive Board to choose Olympic hosts rather than the committee at large.  
 
The chairman said it “might not be such a terrible idea” to bring the EB into the process of 
narrowing down cities, but emphasized it was more of a suggestion than a serious push. 
He has not spoken with any fellow IOC members about the idea, though he figures to do 
so during an upcoming visit to IOC headquarters. “I will be in Lausanne next week,” said 
Probst. “I suspect I’ll hear some feedback [from IOC members].” 

 
Written by Nick Devlin 
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