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www.repubblica.it 

SPORTHOUSE 

di Paolo Rossi 
di Paolo Rossi 
11 

E allora diamo a Cesare quel che è di 
Barelli 

Notizia Ansa delle 13.48 di oggi, martedì 11 marzo 

La procura di Roma ha chiesto l’archiviazione dell’inchiesta su presunti illeciti 
legati a fatture per oltre 820 mila euro per lavori di manutenzione della piscina 
del Foro italico in un contenzioso con la Coni Servizi, proprietaria 
dell’impianto, e la Federnuoto. Il pm Roberto Felici ha motivato la richiesta 
con l’insussistenza del reato denunciato. Gli accertamenti avevano 
determinato l’iscrizione, come atto dovuto, del presidente della Federnuoto 
Paolo Barelli nel registro degli indagati. 

- 

Bene. Tecnicamente, a meno che il gip voglia un supplemento d’indagini, la 
vicenda si chiude. A questo punto è lecito chiedere due cose. La prima, al 
signor/dottor Paolo Barelli: ci aspettiamo i fuochi pirotecnici da parte sua visto 
che, già nei giorni scorsi, aveva tuonato: ‘Non finirà a tarallucci e vino’. 

E, ancor prima al suo staff, aveva anticipato azioni ben più eclatanti. 

Lo pretendiamo, essendo uomo d’onore. La seconda, al signor/dottor Marco 
Befera – responsabile dell’audit Coni – ma quale anomalia aveva visto? E, 
visto che è il rampollo del signor/dottor Attilio (bravissimo nello scatenare 
controlli a campione sui lavoratori dipendenti già tassati con le aliquote che 
noi tutti conosciamo), non potrebbe – così tanto per – segnalare che una 
federazione sportiva usava far lavorare persone in nero (oggi in causa di 
lavoro appunto) e le pagava usando rimborsi chilometrici da Giro del Mondo 
in Ottanta giorni? Magari, dico al signor/dottor Befera junior, un minimo di 
orgoglio potrebbe essere salvo… perchè credo che qualcuno – al Coni – gli 
farà le stesse domande che sto ponendo io. 
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INSIDE THE GAMES 

Exclusive: Rome 2024 bid unaffected by financial problems, claim CONI  

Tuesday, 11 March 2014 
 By Nick Butler 
 
March 11 -  Rome's planned bid for the 2024 Olympic and Paralympic Games is unaffected by the 

recent Government bailout of the city, the Italian Olympic Committee (CONI) has told 

insidethegames.   
 
An emergency decree was passed  by the new Government of Prime Minister Matteo Renzi to bail out the 
Rome City Council after Mayor Ignazio Marino warned essential services would be halted unless financial 
help was received. 
 
Around €570 million (£475 million/$787 million) was allocated to pay the salaries of municipal workers and 
ensure services such as public transport and garbage collection. 
 
In return, Rome must outline plans to reduce debt, justify its current levels of staff, seek more efficient ways 
of running its public services and sell off some of its real estate. 
 
This comes after Rome's finances sat in a precarious state for years - having been bailed out by the Central 
Government every year since 2008 -  and its current debt is not expected to be paid off until 2048. 
 

The 

Government of Italy's youngest ever Prime Minister Matteo Renzi is key to the decision of whether Rome 

bids for the Games in 2024 ©AFP/Getty Images 

 

In this context it seems hard to see the Olympic bid making the start-line, let alone end in success, although 
the Italian Olympic Committee (CONI) insist differently. 
 
Speaking to insidethegames today, a CONI spokesman said that "Italy is still thinking about a possible bid 
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but no decision has been made and no decision will be made until early next year." 
 
The spokesman added they have good relationships with both the Government and the City Council and that 
recent financial events will be "absolutely no problem" with regards to the bid.  
 
Another Italian official reiterated to insidethegames that CONI are very keen to bid but are completely 
dependent on the decision of the Central Government. 
 
Renzi's predecessor as Prime Minister, Enrico Letta, spoke favourably about a 2024 bid last September 
while mayor Ignazio Marino has insisted all of the "necessary requirements" are in place to bring the 
Summer Games back to Italy for what would be the first time in 64 years. 
 

Rome last 

hosted the Summer Olympic Games in 1960 ©Mondadori/Getty Images 

 

 
 
Rome also bid for the 2020 Games but withdrew due to financial concerns voiced by another former Prime 
Minister, Mario Monti, at the height of the economic crisis in 2012.  
 
Economic concerns are an issue that have dogged many recent proposed European bids for Summer and 
Winter Olympic Games.  
 
Stockholm withdrew from the race for the 2022 Winter Games due to a lack of Government and popular 
support, while Oslo are also yet to secure Government endorsement in their 2022 bid due to concerns over 
mounting an Olympic bid in such a time of economic vulnerability.  
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